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Attachment Ro, lr» Informat ion ^oneermixig Forced I^br, in the Soviet Union 

population at Vorkuta between 

1947- and 1955. C0RFIl)E.R^riAL 

Attachment No. 2 — Prison Camps in the Magadan Area, 2 pages: presents 
information on prison camps in the area from I951 to I956. In I954 abont 
percent of the camps in the area were closed. 'Prison camps w4re still 
(^erating in Berelyakh and Susuman in 1956. Prisoners working In the Liski 
^ic, possibly Listveniehnyy (h 53-12, E 112-1*0 j/ mining area complalnei^ 
having to he Riih*i:>r-t- ed to "poisonous gasesiV in their work. SECBET 



.Attachment No. 3 Prison Camps and Gold Minlrig in the. Maksim Gorkiy^M-eanTlP^OS' 
pages, including 3 sketches of the area. This 'Pepdri states that the 
12 gold mines in the Ifekslm Gorkiy (n 51-24, E ISS,^') area produced some of 25X 

the best gold in the Kolyma district. Between 19i*8 and 1956, there were six 
political prison camps in the area with a population of a bout 6.000 which 
part of the labor force for the gold mines. CONEIDEMIAT, 


[STATE X 


I {Note: Washington disfributicn indicated by **X"; Field distribution by 
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Subject: Information Concerning Forced 
Tabor t n the Soviet Union 


_25X1 


Date of Report: 30 April 1957 


the Foodstuff 

Control Section of the Sanbak Lahoratorvl kas & co^nent of the 

Vorkuta eatma administration. I 

the total population of the Vorkuta 

installation at approximately 400,000, of whom 250,000 to 300>000 were 
prisoners. Many of the remainder were former prisoners who were not 
allowed toiaare the area. Most of the free personnel, whether former 
prisoners or not, lived in the town of Vorkuta, 

The free population of Vorkuta was in majority Russian, thou^ Volga 
Germans and Jews constituted large elements. There were some Ukrainians 
and Caucasians among the free population. The vmfree population must he 
divided into those who had been condemned as ordinary criminals (about 
one -third of the total) 8ind those condemned fo^blitical cidmes. The 
criminal population of Vorkuta was in vast majority Great Ru ssian, tho u^ 
there was a Jewi sh element condemned for economic sabotage. | ^ 25X1 

the Great Russian character of the criminaJ. element may ogyi 

have been the result of a Soviet tendency to house ordinary criminals on 4 oa1 

the territory of the republic where the crime was committed. The politicals 
were ethnically very diverse. Perhaps one -third were Ukrainians. Another 
third was made up of Baltic peoples, in rodghly the proportion of six 
Lithuanians to three Estonians and one Latvian. The remaining third was 
composed of Poles (chiefly from the Vllna district), Belorussians, Caucasians, 
and Central Asians. A mong politicals Great Russians were very few indeed, 

ethnic composition of the political element to the 
fact that the Nazi armies occupied, in the main, teiritorles which were not 
Inhabited by Great Russians. Of the few Russian politicals, the majority 
had been condemned under article ^ 6 .10 of the Soviet criminal code . This 
article deals with defeatism, criticism of the government, and so on. 


Data concerning the total number of prisoners was c lose] 
section of the Central Statistical Office in Moscow, 


held in a si 


125X1 



the total 


Classification 
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n\anber of prisoners 


in 19^9 at 20 to 25 million. ' 1!bis 
figiure has heen reduced somewluit since 1935* In ^933 only criminal 


25X1 


elements were amnestied, and. since most of these people were professionals, 
they were soon filtering hack to the prisons . But only in November 1953 
was there any substantial reduction in the pollticea i^pulation. The 
amnesty of that month was due primarily to the inability of the weaikened 
police apparatus to handle cases individvially. By 193^ two or three floors 
of LJubanka prison were empty and closed. 


4. 


On the other hand, it woxJ.d be easy to overestimate the reduction in the 
numbers of forced labor. " Many, if not most, of the amnestees were asked 
to remain in the area where they had formerly been held as prisoners. 

Thou^ their lot has improved, they are not really free. Judging from 
the sitmtion at Vorkuta, the Soviet government could ill afford to permit 
mass exodus from the camp areas. In his time there were 40 coal mines in 
operation at Vorkuta, and 90 percent of the miners were slaves . Mine 
number 40, one of the biggest, and provided with seams three to four meters 
thick, was only going into operation in 1933* Not only the city of I«nlngrad, 
but the whole Leningrad district is dependent on Vorkuta for coal. E ven 25X1 


with Vorkuta in full operation the Leningrad coal situation is tight 

it would be difficult for the Soviets to supply Leningrad 
with coal from the Don basin, etc . Since the Soviet government is not in 


25X1 


a position to pay the wages and supply the ho using, etc, which would attract 


free labor to Vorkuta, 


most of Vorkuta's population 


is still held in the area by force . 


25X1 


bl--. . .. .. •• 
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The iiaksim GqtM area (see Enclosure No* 1 fori. sketch map) uas famous 
for its gold ahd uas recognised as the most important gold area in the 
USSR* The quality of gold in this area vjas the same as that in the 
Irkutsk and Bodaibo areas, and it x^as claimed that the gold in the iialcsim 
Gorki area uas the best in the entire Kolyma region* Gold t-ias mined in 
the i'-ialcsin Gorki area frora Ilay to tiie middle of September* There xrere 
twelve gold mines in *the Iiaksim Gorki area, divided into four districts* 
An average of 2S0 kilograms of gold per month i-jas mined during the 
summer months* The person responsible for gold mining in this area 
^was jrarus ^^ Betorof Betrovich (phonetic)* 

There xjere app?CKimately six concentration camps in the Halcsim Gorki 
area xrjith a total of apprcccimately 6,000 prisoners interned tierein, all 
convicted of the most serious political ofenses under Soviet law* 

The prison cairps and the types of persons interned in them vjeres i 


No. 1 Camp (see Enclosure 
Mo . 2) 

Mo* 2 Camp 


Mo* 3 Camp 


No* U Camp (see Enclosure 
Mo* 3) 

Mo* 5 Camp 


No* 6 Csmp 


Ukr ai nian , . J ex^ish , and.-'Cerraan prisoners < 


Polish, Russian, and prisoners from 
the three Balkan countries* 

Various persons connected with the 
Germans, British, and Americans* 

All interned until Article 58, 

Section 6* 

Various nationalities, all considered 
most serious political offenders. 

Russians* 

Former hi^i officials of the Communist Party 


C-O-M-S-I-D-E-M-T-I-A-L 
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3. Approximtely 50>000 persons died in the Maksim Gorki area during the 
period from 1937 to 1956. All of these persons tjere from the ijorking 
class. Their families ueze forced to move from the area. It uas not Icnoim 
to uliat area th^ had been sent. 

li. The population of the Malcsim Goiici area was ^projdmately 1^200. 

Appro2d.mately 1,200 members of the Soviet Ministry of Interior (MVD) 
x^ere stationed in this area. The command er of the il?D uas a lieutenaiit 
colonel. Tlie following special officers of the MVD tjere stationed in 
the Maksim Gorki area: one major, six captains^ txjo first lieutenants, 
tliirty non-commissioned officers, and one captain as the ciiief of the 
prison. The folloxjing MVD persomiel vjere connected x-jith the concentration 
cai?ps in the ai*ea: five majors and ^procdmately forty c£^ tains, first 
lieutenants, and lieutenants. Also stationed in the area xrjas a Special 
Search Unit of the MVD staffed xjitii the folloxang personnel: one cap-fcain 
as commander of the Unit, txjo first LLeutenants, eigjity subordinates, and 
thirty dogs* 

5* The following equipment xjas used by the MVD: 


l^achine guns Approximately 12 per camp, for a total of 72, 

Automatic gxans. Approximately 2,500 to 2,600 

firing 25 rounds 

eadi 

Mauser No. 1 1,000 

Mauser No. 2 2,000 

Wireless, hand grenades, poison gas, and approximately 30 
automobiles. 

Since a mass escape of prisoners in I9I48, a special search plane attached 
to tlie MVD flew from Susuran (phonetic) daily to circle tlie I'^Iaicsim Gorki 
area.. ^ 
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SUetch of ITo. 1 Cacm Area in I-Iaksim Gorki ^ 


To Central Hlghviay 


ITo, 1 Golc J^v;er station / / unit 

Min e [TJ| / I i 1 

VJire foncG— - * — ^ '->..__Quarters / j jMa^ia Gorki Central Am 

1 /: — 
House forvchiofx^^^ uorlae^g ^y^power 

of tlio ar^ , — — ^ i-in/ / station For nllitaiy dogs 

tlalisim Gorki GonerainibB. ^tor^^ rJ' ' Col 

Food Ci clothing supply^^^f|'~-7^^lB7 ^ ^ r—^i^ school 

Housing for car^ officiaXi^^^^L'S/ /-^ S^h | | 

Pliannacjr'^^^^^^ /T)lg7ir3 iyD H^ a. 

lfer 0 housQ+ Camo •— lrFFfrh^o^®3.ng 


Malssim Gorki Central Amanito (-Dhonetic) ii;arehouse 


To iragodnyy 


//Liar I iJ il 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 in 

I-fcichine GeiKDral housing 

^yQm±r~Yy^~^V^J ~ahQp_^^ 
shop / / A — Special prison 

\\ '^■^x~Guard 


©using /for I47D 


'^J—Guard 
l/oodan v;all 



5 > and 


Brick factory 


ITo. 2 gold 
i mine 


Stool fence 


Pov/or 

-f station ' 


^ Cairo management Hqs, \\ 

Part of the Identification for this building ms blurred, but V^ls believed to read Party, office and 
gold nine office. \ ^ , • 
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Legend for Sketch of i\!o. k Canp Area 

1. 

Spe cial detention station 

2, 

Warehouse 

3. 

Office for concentration camp 

u* 

No. U Camp ^ 

5. 

Horse barns 

6. 

Bath house 

7. 

General housing 

8. 

House for electricians 

9. 

-House for technician for No. h area y 

10* 

House for personnel in charge of No. U area 

11. 

House ' for special officers 

12. 

House for chief of No. U Camp 

13. 

Cooperate housing for area personnel 

lii. 

Aaanito (phonetic) uardicuse 

15. 

‘ Housing for officials of Amanito warehouses 

16. 

Store 

17. 

MVD. Comrander was a captain 

17a. 


17b. 

Mess hall 

17c. 

Gun storage 

17d. 

Supply depot 

18. 

House for chief of No. k area (day duty) 

19. 

House for chief of No. U area (night duty) 

20. 

Military dog house 

21. 

Special area. Open pit gold mine during summer months. 

22. 

Guard. Tliis was a secret post establislied after a mass esc^s 


in 19U8. Guards occupying this post all wore civilian clothes. ^ 

23. 

Special police (MVD) 

2ii. 

Guard 

25. 

General housing area 
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